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Brunton’s work is deeply interdisciplinary, blending media theory,
history, and critical technology studies. He is particularly interested in
how people adapt, misuse, or subvert digital tools—whether through
spam, cryptocurrency, or obfuscation tactics. His writing is both
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Digital Cash: The Unknown History of the Anarchists, Utopians,
and Technologists Who Created Cryptocurrency (2019):
A prehistory of Bitcoin that resurrects the forgotten dreamers
and failed experiments behind digital money, tracing how cypher-
punks, libertarians, and visionary technologists laid the ideological
and technical groundwork for cryptocurrency long before it had a
name.
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Spam:AShadowHistory of theInternet(with HelenNissenbaum,
2013):
Explores how spam shaped the architecture of internet gover-
nance, economics, and digital security, tracing how unwanted
messages quietly but fundamentally changed the way we build,
regulate, and navigate the web.
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